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In 1853 there was practically no educational system
for the public, though in the days of the kings of Golconda
and Bidar, several Madmssas or Colleges were founded
at which students were not only taught but also clothed
and fed by the State. Owing, however, to constant
campaigns and general mismanagement, the financial
embarrassment, from which the Government was con-
stantly suffering, caused these institution to lapse from
want of necessary funds. Consequently, instead of
instructing the students in Law/ Theology, Logic and
Philosophy, as had been done in former days, the boys
were only taught the Koran and a few sayings of the
Prophet, combined with a little penmanship. For the
soldier in those days was of more service to the State than
the scholar.

Sir Salar Jung saw how much the State was losing
by this short-sighted policy, and the year after he assumed
control he started an educational system on sound and
practical lines similar to that established in other parts
of India. Four years later an order was issued for the
opening of two schools in every taluka, one to be con-
ducted in Persian, the other in the vernacular. In all
these schools History, Geography, Mathematics and
Grammar were added to the usual curriculum. In
addition to this, there were five branch schools situated
at the five gates of the capital At first all the schools
were under the direction and control of the Board of
Revenue, but later a. separate Board of Education with
the usual staff was instituted, and English was gradually
introduced everywhere in the higher grade schools.
There were a couple of independent schools as well
as the State-aided ones. One of these was first started
for the purpose of providing a sound education for
the two sons of Sir Salar Jung and a few of the